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Group IV: Claim 26 drawn to a fusion protein that 
specifically binds to an internal structure; 
Group V: Claims 27 and 28, drawn to a nucleic acid encoding 
a fusion protein; 

Group VI: Claim 29 drawn to a fusion protein comprising a 
detectable protein and a translocatable protein; 
Group VII: Claims 30 and 31, drawn to a nucleic acid 
encoding a fusion protein; 

Group VIII: Claims 32-35, drawn to a kit for detecting 
protein-protein interaction within a living cell; and 
Group IX: Claims 36-45 drawn to a nucleic acid library. 

This requirement is respectfully traversed. Reconsideration 
and removal thereof are requested. 

The Examiner has issued the rejection claiming that the 
application contains inventions or groups of inventions, which 
are not so linked as to form a single general inventive concept 
under PCT Rules 13.1 and 13.2. Applicants submit that the 
Examiner has not properly construed or applied the unity of 
invention standard applicable under PCT Rules 13.1 and 13.2. The 
Examiner will note that a unity of invention objection was 
raised during the international phase of this application. The 
Examiner in the international phase, interpreting the claims 
under PCT Rule 13.1 and 13.2, separated the claims into 7 groups 
of invention. Applicants submit that a similar finding of unity 
of invention should follow when the rules are applied during the 
national phase of prosecution. 

As a preliminary matter. Applicants note that the Examiner 
argues that the "special technical feature" (i.e. the fusion 
protein) common to the claims of group I (claims 1-6) fails to 
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define a contribution o^c^r- ^-k^ 

^ (WO 00/17221) 

to PCT p„M.c,t„„ PCT/„S99/l,ns. Th. p„.e„t .ppuctlon is, 
therefor,, t.e nation,! p,.3, .ppUcatlon ol „„ oomZ21 so 

.ppucat.on. ™„„ «pp,i„„, ,,,,3 " 
use. the „„ ^^^^^^^^ ^ ^ 

.nvent.on £en= to , contribution over the prior art 

^PP icnts „rntei„ that the Exa.lner ha. failed to properly 

•PPly the unity of i„,e„tio„ guideline.. The PCT ouLr 

r-io=.y-i., ^ ^ guidelines 
Clearly state that only the independent clai.s are to be 
con3.dered when determining 1. ..,ty of invention exists in an 
international application. Vet, the misapplication of PCT Hules 
xs evident when one considers that the Examiner placed claims 8- 

u Lratel T"" "^''"'^ '"^^^ ^^-^ 

_ th t,e cla.ms of Croup XI are directed to a library of 

■ ir^^hat T"" " s 
subm ,,3t Claims 8-25 are also directed to a method ;f 

detecting protein-protein interactions. 

1-6 ITTT ^''^ ^^^""^"^^ — 

international phase. .hese groups of .lai.s are .oth directed 
to a method of detecting protein-protein interactions. xt would 
reasonable to search and examine the substance of these two 

groups concurrently as the areas to be s^^rr-h.ri 

^. ^. ^ . '^^ searched are coextensive 

and the Examiner would not be placed under an undue burden. 
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In view of the foregoing remarks. Applicants provisionally 
elect search and examination for the claims of Groups I and II, 
namely claims 1-25. If, however, the Examiner maintains the 
full scope of the restriction requirement. Applicants elect to 
prosecute the claims of Group I. 



Favorable action and early allowance of the claims are 
requested. 



If the Examiner has any questions concerning this 

application, he is requested to contact Leonard Svensson (Reg. 

No.: 30,330) the undersigned at (714) 708-8555 in the Southern 
California area. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in 
this, concurrent, and future replies, to charge payment or 
credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 02-2448 for any 
additional fees required under 37 C.F.R. § i.i6 or under 37 
C.F.R. § 1.17; particularly, extension of time fees. 

D.C. 20231 on- y^^^feflP^fe^^ - birch, Stewart, kolas^h & birch, llp 
KOLASCp BIRCH. LLP 

knSure) /^ " Leonard R. Svensson 

^^p^ Registration No. 30, 330 




p£leor3i3,-;£r^r=) p_0. Box 747 

TTi<i/vj} ^^^^^ Church, VA 22040-0747 

^'^^^^^ (714) 708-8555 
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